
RtI in Virginia:

Extending Existing Initiatives
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Essential Elements of RtI 

Å Effective classroom instruction for all students

ÅUniversal screening

Å Student progress monitoring

Å Evidence-based interventions

ÅInterventions delivered in ñtieredò system



The Three Basic Components of RtI

ÅUniversal screening

Å Progress monitoring

Å Tiered interventions



Tiers of Intervention/Support

ÂLayers of intervention 

responding to student 

needs.

ÂEach tier provides 

more intensive and 

supportive intervention.
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How do the components of Virginiaôs Early 

Reading Initiative (EIRI) assist Virginia in the 

implementation of RtI?



Purpose of Virginiaôs Early Intervention 

Reading Initiative (EIRI)

Purpose of EIRI is to reduce the number of 

children experiencing reading problems by:

Âdetecting problems early, and 

Âenhancing the learning of research-

identified emergent and early literacy skills.



How the Early Intervention Reading 

Initiative Works

Â Teachers are provided a free assessment to help them 

identify (screen)  & diagnose students who would benefit 

from additional instruction in reading. 

Â Participating districts receive funds to provide additional 

reading instruction to students below grade level 

expectations.

Â Students receive 2.5 hours per week of additional 

instruction beyond their regular reading instruction.

Â Additional instruction is provided with a student-to-

teacher ratio of no greater than five-to-one.



PALS Aligns with the Mission of RtI

Å Screening:  identifies students not meeting minimal 
literacy competencies who are in need of additional 
instruction

Å Diagnosis: provides specific information about what 
literacy skills students know and which they need to learn

Å Progress Monitoring: shows student growth over time in 
specific literacy skill areas
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PALS 

Å Screening

Â Fall and Spring

Â To identify students who do not meet minimal 

competencies (cut-score benchmarks) 

Â Identifies students in need of additional early literacy 

intervention through EIRI
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PALS 

ÅDiagnosis

Â Fall, Mid-Year, Spring

ÂTo identify studentsô strengths and weaknesses

Â To pinpoint what literacy skills students know and 

need to learn

ÂTo plan instruction that meets studentsô needs






